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Agenda

1. What	  is	  DonorsChoose.org	  ?

2. How	  to	  redeem	  your	  $250	  gi<	  code

3. How	  to	  request	  materials

4. Other	  resources
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About	  DonorsChoose.org

DonorsChoose.org	  is	  a	  nonprofit	  that	  connects	  public	  school	  
teachers	  with	  people	  who	  want	  to	  support	  classroom	  learning.
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How	  it	  works:	  	  Teachers	  sign	  up	  and	  submit	  requests

Teachers	  request	  resources	  and	  experiences	  their	  students	  need	  
for	  learning.	  Projects	  are	  screened	  and	  posted	  online.
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How	  it	  works:	  	  Donors	  fund	  requests

Individuals,	  corporaNons,	  and	  foundaNons	  fund	  their	  favorite	  
projects.	  Our	  team	  purchases	  the	  materials	  for	  funded	  projects	  
and	  sends	  them	  to	  the	  classroom.
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How	  it	  works:	  	  Say	  Thanks

Teachers	  and	  students	  create	  a	  personalized	  thank-‐you	  package	  
for	  donors,	  including	  photos	  and	  hand-‐wriRen	  thank-‐you	  notes.
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Two	  OpDons	  for	  Your	  $250	  GiK	  Code

A. Request	  supplies	  for	  your	  classroom	  –	  everything	  from	  art	  
supplies	  or	  musical	  instruments,	  to	  equipment	  for	  a	  science	  lab	  
or	  seeds	  to	  start	  a	  vegetable	  garden.

B. Sponsor	  another	  classroom	  and	  invite	  your	  students	  to	  help	  
you	  pick	  which	  one.	  	  (You	  can	  even	  support	  another	  Newtown	  
teacher!)
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RequesDng	  Materials:	  	  Who	  is	  eligible?

Any	  front-‐line	  educator	  at	  a	  US	  public	  or	  charter	  school	  (including	  
full-‐Dme	  teachers,	  counselors,	  librarians,	  and	  school	  nurses)	  may	  
request	  resources	  through	  DonorsChoose.org.

Our	  philosophy	  is	  that	  teachers	  know	  best	  what	  their	  specific	  set	  of	  
students	  need	  to	  learn	  and	  succeed.	  We	  let	  teachers	  pick	  out	  those	  
exact	  student-‐centered	  resources	  and	  materials	  to	  support	  
instrucNon	  in	  the	  classroom.
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RequesDng	  Materials

Get	  started	  at	  www.donorschoose.org/
teachers	  
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RequesDng	  Materials:	  	  Register	  as	  a	  Newtown	  teacher
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RequesDng	  Materials:	  	  Your	  Account

•	  Confirm	  your	  email

•	  Upload	  a	  classroom	  photo

•	  Click	  “Create	  a	  project”
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RequesDng	  Materials:	  	  Create	  Your	  Project
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RequesDng	  Materials:	  	  Go	  Shopping

Teachers	  shop	  through	  our	  23	  vendor	  catalogs,	  including:
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RequesDng	  Materials:	  	  Tell	  Your	  Story

•	  Open	  with	  the	  challenge	  facing	  your	  students.

•	  Tell	  us	  more	  about	  your	  students.	  Who	  are	  they?	  What	  are	  they	  
like?	  What	  kind	  of	  school	  do	  they	  aRend?

•	  Inspire	  potenDal	  donors	  with	  an	  overview	  of	  the	  resources	  
you're	  requesDng.	  What	  acNvity	  will	  you	  be	  able	  to	  do?	  What	  will	  
your	  students	  learn?

•	  Close	  by	  sharing	  why	  your	  project	  is	  so	  important.	  What	  broad	  
impact	  will	  this	  project	  have	  on	  your	  students?
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RequesDng	  Materials:	  	  What’s	  Next

DonorsChoose.org	  volunteers	  will	  screen	  your	  project	  and	  ask	  
follow-‐up	  quesNons	  if	  needed.	  	  Most	  projects	  are	  approved	  within	  
a	  few	  business	  days.	  	  Then	  apply	  your	  gi<	  code…
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Redeem	  Your	  GiK	  Code	  During	  Checkout
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AKer	  Your	  Project	  is	  Funded…

•	  	  Upload	  photos	  of	  the	  resources	  in	  use
•	  	  Upload	  a	  short	  thank	  you	  leRer	  describing	  the	  impact
•	  	  If	  other	  donors	  gave,	  follow	  instrucNons	  for	  returning	  
hand-‐	   wriRen	  thank	  you	  notes	  from	  your	  students
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Other	  Resources:	  	  Projects	  from	  Newtown	  Teachers
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Other	  Resources:	  	  Help	  Center	  and	  Contact	  Form
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